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(57) ABSTRACT

A vehicle graphical user interface arrangement is provided
including a touch screen and a control unit. The graphical user
interface arrangement is arranged to allow for at least two
different modes of manipulation of control objects presented
on the touch screen, including at least a first manipulation
mode including a dragging of a control object across the touch
screen, and at least a second manipulation mode including a
dropping of a control object at a predetermined location at the
touch screen. The control unit is further arranged to cause an
acoustic unit to, in response to the second manipulation
mode, emit a first acoustic signal. The present disclosure also
relates to a touch screen unit including such arrangement and
a vehicle comprising such arrangement.

12 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet
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1
VEHICLE GRAPHICAL USER INTERFACE
ARRANGEMENT

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to European Patent Appli-
cation No. 12176169.6 filed Jul. 12, 2012, the disclosure of
which is incorporated in its entirety by reference herein.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to a vehicle graphical user
interface arrangement. The present disclosure also relates to a
touch screen comprising such an arrangement and a vehicle
comprising such a touch screen.

BACKGROUND

Control arrangements in the form of touch screens com-
prising vehicle graphical user interface arrangements are cur-
rently for sale in some vehicles. Via such an arrangement a
user may control settings, options and/or functions in differ-
ent systems or units in a vehicle, hosting the arrangement.
Examples of such vehicle systems or vehicle units being
controlled via such an arrangement are air-conditioner sys-
tems, audible units, and/or vision systems such as parking
aids, navigation systems etc. The document US 20090144622
Al shows a touch screen arranged in a vehicle via which a
user may control settings, options and/or functions in differ-
ent systems or units of the vehicle. A drawback with a vehicle-
mounted touch screen is that it may affect a driver’s visual
focus on the road. That is, from a safety-perspective, it is an
advantage if a human-machine interface of a control arrange-
ment comprising a touch screen can be arranged in such a way
that it allows the driver to maintain a good visual focus on the
road, even during interaction with the control arrangement.
Therefore, in comparison with prior-art solutions, there is a
need for an arrangement allowing a driver to maintain a good
visual focus on the road when interacting with the arrange-
ment.

SUMMARY

An object of the present disclosure is to provide a vehicle
graphical user interface arrangement that can be used in an
intuitive way and which allows a driver to maintain a good
visual focus on the road during interaction with the arrange-
ment.

According to an aspect of the disclosure, the object is
achieved by a vehicle graphical user interface arrangement
comprising:

a touch screen;
a control unit; and
an acoustic unit.

The graphical user interface arrangement is arranged to
allow for at least two different modes of manipulation of
control objects presented on the touch screen comprising at
least a first manipulation mode including a dragging of a
control object across the touch screen, and at least a second
manipulation mode including a dropping of a control object at
apredetermined location at the touch screen. The control unit
is further arranged to cause the acoustic unit to, in response to
the second manipulation mode, emit a first acoustic signal.

Since the arrangement allows for at least two modes of
manipulation of control objects comprising a dragging and
dropping of a control object at a predetermined location at the
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touch screen, and the first acoustic signal is emitted, in
response to the dropping of a control object at the predeter-
mined location, the arrangement can be used in an intuitive
way and allows the driver to maintain a good visual focus on
the road during interaction with the arrangement. As a result,
the above mentioned object is achieved.

The vehicle may be an automotive vehicle, such as an
automobile, a bus, or a truck.

According to some embodiments the touch screen may
comprise a touch screen previously known in the state of the
art, i.e. a LED-touch screen being arranged to sense a surface
of the touch screen being touched by a user of the arrange-
ment.

According to some embodiments, the control unit may be
further arranged to cause the acoustic unit to, in response to
the first manipulation mode, emit a second acoustic signal.
That is, the control unit may be arranged to cause the acoustic
unit to emit the second acoustic signal during a dragging of'a
control object across the touch screen. Thereby, a user may be
alerted that the control object is being dragged across the
touch screen. Hence, the user is allowed to maintain a good
visual focus on the road even when performing the first
manipulation mode.

As easily understood by those skilled in the art, in the
embodiments described, the second acoustic signal is emitted
prior to the first acoustic signal when a control object is being
dragged across the touch screen and then being dropped at a
predetermined location.

According to some embodiments, a third manipulation
mode includes a dragging of a control object across the touch
screen to a predetermined location at the touch screen, the
control unit being further arranged to cause the acoustic unit
to, in response to the third manipulation mode, emit a third
acoustic signal. That is, the control unit may be arranged to
cause the acoustic unit to emit a third acoustic signal in
response to a control object being dragged across the touch
screen to a predetermined location. Thereby, a user may be
alerted that the control object is being dragged across the
touch screen to a predetermined location. Hence, the user is
allowed to maintain a good visual focus on the road even
when performing the third manipulation mode.

According to some embodiments, a fourth manipulation
mode includes an expanding of a control object to present
further subordinate control objects, the control unit being
further arranged to cause the acoustic unit to, in response to
the fourth manipulation mode, emit a fourth acoustic signal.
Thereby, a user may be alerted that the control object is being
expanded to present further subordinate control objects.
Hence, the user is allowed to maintain a good visual focus on
the road even when performing the fourth manipulation
mode.

Control objects, subordinate control objects, and/or prede-
termined locations at the touch screen may represent options,
and/or menu steps covering options, associated with one or
more aspects of the vehicle, hosting the vehicle graphical user
interface arrangement. Thereby, a user of the arrangement
may, via manipulation of objects, control one or more aspects
of the vehicle.

Further features of, and advantages with, the present dis-
closure will become apparent when studying the appended
claims and the following detailed description. Those skilled
in the art will realize that different features of the present
disclosure may be combined to create embodiments other
than those described in the following, without departing from
the scope of the present disclosure, as defined by the
appended claims.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The various aspects of the disclosure, including its particu-
lar features and advantages, will be readily understood from
the following detailed description and the accompanying
drawings, in which:

FIG.11illustrates a vehicle graphical user interface arrange-
ment 1 according to some embodiments.

FIG. 2 illustrates a vehicle 13 comprising a touch screen 3
according to some embodiments.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present disclosure will now be described more fully
with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which
example embodiments are shown. [.ike numbers refer to like
elements throughout.

Well-known functions or constructions will not necessarily
be described in detail for brevity and/or clarity.

FIG.11illustrates a vehicle graphical user interface arrange-
ment 1 according to some embodiments. The vehicle graphi-
cal user interface arrangement 1 comprises a touch screen 3,
a control unit 5, and an acoustic unit 7. The graphical user
interface arrangement 1 is arranged to allow for at least two
different modes of manipulation of control objects 9 pre-
sented on the touch screen 3 comprising at least a first
manipulation mode including a dragging of a control object 9
across the touch screen 3, and at least a second manipulation
mode including a dropping of a control object 9 at a prede-
termined location at the touch screen 3. The control unit 5 is
further arranged to cause the acoustic unit 7 to, in response to
the second manipulation mode, emit a first acoustic signal.
Thereby, auser of the arrangement 1 is allowed to maintain a
good visual focus on the road when interacting with the
arrangement 1.

The control unit 5 is in communication with the touch
screen 3, the acoustic unit 7 and with one or more vehicle
systems or vehicle units. The acoustic unit 7 may comprise a
speaker unit arranged to emit acoustic signals and sounds.
The acoustic unit 7 may be comprised in a vehicle audio unit
used for music/entertainment, or an acoustic unit being sepa-
rated from the vehicle audio unit. The control unit 5 may
comprise a processing unit, e.g. a processor. The control unit
5 may comprise two or more processing units, .g. processors.

The control unit 5 is in communication with the touch
screen 3 such that the control unit 5 is able to detect the touch
screen 3 being touched by a user of the arrangement 1. Fur-
ther, the arrangement 1 is arranged to allow for at least two
different modes of manipulation of control objects 9 pre-
sented on the touch screen 3 comprising at least a first
manipulation mode including a dragging of a control object 9
across the touch screen 3, and at least a second manipulation
mode including a dropping of a control object 9 at a prede-
termined location at the touch screen 3. That is, a user of the
arrangement may select one control object 9 by a touching on
the touch screen 3 in a region of the object 9. A user may
further perform the first manipulation mode via a swipe
movement touch on the touch screen 3 to thereby drag the
control object 9 across the touch screen 3. The second
manipulation mode may be performed by a user of the
arrangement through removing the touch on the touch screen
3 at alocation at the touch screen 3 to thereby drop the control
object 9 atthe location of the touch screen 3. Alternatively, the
second manipulation mode may be performed by a user drag-
ging the control object 9 to the predetermined location at the
touch screen 3, wherein the control unit 5 drops the control
object 9 iffwhen the control object 9 has reached the prede-
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termined location at the touch screen 3. Accordingly, the
dropping of a control object 9 at a predetermined location at
the touch screen 3 may be performed by the user removing a
touch and/or by the control unit 5 detecting the control object
9 being positioned at the predetermined location at the touch
screen 3.

The control unit 5 is arranged to cause the acoustic unit 7 to
emit a first acoustic signal, if/when a control object 9 is
dropped at a predetermined location at the touch screen 3.
Thereby, a user is alerted that the control object 9 has been
dropped at the predetermined location at the touch screen 3.
Hence, the user is allowed to have a good visual focus on the
road even when performing the second manipulation mode
since the user is alerted about the dropping at the predeter-
mined location, without having to view the touch screen 3.

According to some embodiments, the control unit 5 may be
further arranged to cause the acoustic unit 7 to, in response to
the first manipulation mode, emit a second acoustic signal. As
easily understood by those skilled in the art, in the embodi-
ments described, the second acoustic signal is emitted prior to
the first acoustic signal when a control object 9 is being
dragged across the touch screen 3 and then being dropped at
a predetermined location. The first acoustic signal may be
perceivable different from the second acoustic signal with
respect to frequency, sound pressure and/or acoustic pattern,
or perceivable as the same acoustic signal with respect to
frequency, sound pressure and/or acoustic pattern. In embodi-
ments wherein the first acoustic signal is perceivable different
from the second acoustic signal with respect to frequency,
sound pressure and/or acoustic pattern, a user may separate
between the respective acoustic signals to thereby recognize
the manipulation mode being performed. Thereby, the user
may be allowed to maintain a good visual focus on the road.

According to some embodiments, a third manipulation
mode includes a dragging of a control object 9 across the
touch screen to a predetermined location at the touch screen 3,
the control unit 5 being further arranged to cause the acoustic
unit 7 to, in response to the third manipulation mode, emit a
third acoustic signal. That is, the control unit 5 may be
arranged to cause the acoustic unit 7 to emit a third acoustic
signal in response to a control object 9 being dragged across
the touch screen 3 to a predetermined location.

The predetermined location may be the same location at
the touch screen 3 as the predetermined location utilized in
the second manipulation mode, or a location at the touch
screen 3 being different from the predetermined location
utilized in the second manipulation mode. In embodiments
wherein the second and the third manipulation mode utilizes
the same predetermined location at the touch screen 3, a user
may drag a control object 9 across the touch screen 3, wherein
the control unit 5 may cause the acoustic unit 7 to emit the
second acoustic signal in response to the dragging of the
control object 9. Then, when a user has dragged the control
object 9 to the predetermined location at the touch screen 3,
the control unit 5 may cause the acoustic unit 7 to emit the
third acoustic signal upon a reaching to the predetermined
location with the control object 9. Then, if the user chooses to
drop the control object 9 at the predetermined location, the
control unit 5 may cause the acoustic unit 7 to emit the first
acoustic signal upon the dropping of the control object9 at the
predetermined location at the touch screen 3. Thus, as easily
understood by those skilled in the art, in the procedure
described above, the control unit 5 causes the acoustic unit 7
to emit the acoustic signals in the following sequence; second
acoustic signal, first acoustic signal and third acoustic signal,
since the modes of manipulation of the control object 9 is
performed in the following sequence; first, second and third.
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The third acoustic signal may be perceivable different from
the first and second acoustic signal with respect to frequency,
sound pressure and/or acoustic pattern, or perceivable as the
same acoustic signal as both of, or one of, the first or the
second acoustic signals. In embodiments where the first
acoustic signal is perceivable different from the first and the
second acoustic signals with respect to frequency, sound pres-
sure and/or acoustic pattern, a user may separate the respec-
tive acoustic signal to thereby recognize the manipulation
mode being performed. Thereby, the user may be allowed to
maintain a good visual focus on the road.

Control objects 9 presented on the touch screen may rep-
resent options, and/or menu steps covering options, associ-
ated with one or more aspects of the vehicle, hosting the
vehicle graphical user interface arrangement. Thereby, a user
of the arrangement may, via manipulation of objects, control
one or more aspects of the vehicle.

Also, one or more predetermined locations at the touch
screen 3 may represent options and/or menu steps covering
options associated with one or more aspects of the vehicle. A
predetermined location at the touch screen 3 may be defined
as a region, or an area of the touch screen 3. The dropping of
acontrol object 9, and/or the first acoustic signal may indicate
to a user that a task is competed. According to some embodi-
ments, the predetermined location at the touch screen 3 uti-
lized in the second and/or third manipulation mode may rep-
resent options and/or menu steps covering options associated
with one or more aspects of the vehicle. An aspect referred to
above may be related to at least an aspect, and/or a value
representative of an aspect, retrieved from, and/or a condition
sensed in, a vehicle system or a vehicle unit. Such vehicle
system or vehicle unit may comprise a vehicle engine, a
vehicle engine management unit, an engine control unit, an
air conditioner unit, a vehicle velocity sensing unit, a vehicle
position sensing unit, an accelerometer, a navigation unit, a
vehicle receiver unit, a vehicle transmitter unit, a tire air
pressure sensing unit, an infotainment unit, a stereo unit, a trip
computer unit, an imaging unit, such as a camera system, a
collision avoidance system, a seat position controlling unit, a
side mirror controlling unit, and/or a seat massage controlling
unit. Thus, a user may, via manipulation of control objects 9,
control one or more of such vehicle systems or vehicle units.

According to some embodiments, a fourth manipulation
mode includes an expanding of a control object 9 to present
further subordinate control objects 11, the control unit 5 being
further arranged to cause the acoustic unit 7 to, in response to
the fourth manipulation mode, emit a fourth acoustic signal.
The expanding of a control object 9 may be achieved by a user
double tapping on the touch screen 3 in a region of the control
object 9 or by the user dragging the control object 9 to a
predetermined location at the touch screen.

The fourth acoustic signal may be perceivable different
from the first, second and/or third acoustic signals with
respect to frequency, sound pressure and/or acoustic pattern,
or perceivable the same acoustic signal as both of; or one of
the first, second and/or third acoustic signals. In embodiments
wherein the first acoustic signal is perceivable different from
the first, second and third acoustic signals with respect to
frequency, sound pressure and/or acoustic pattern, a user may
separate the respective acoustic signal to thereby recognize
the manipulation mode being performed. Thereby, the user
may be allowed to maintain a good visual focus on the road.

The control object 9 may comprise anicon 15 or a menu tab
17. Such icon 15 and/or menu tab 17 may represent options,
and/or menu steps covering options, associated with one or
more aspects of the vehicle, hosting the vehicle graphical user
interface arrangement 1. In embodiments wherein the control
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object 9 comprises an icon 15, a user may select the icon 15
via a touch on the touch screen 3 in a region of the icon 15
displayed. Then, when the icon 15 is selected, the user may
perform the first, the second, the third and/or the fourth mode
manipulation of the icon 15. In response to these manipula-
tion modes, the control unit 5 may cause the acoustic unit to
emit the second, the first, the third and/or the fourth acoustic
signal. Thereby, a user of the arrangement 1 is allowed to
maintain a good visual focus on the road when interacting
with the arrangement 1. In embodiments where the control
object 9 comprises an icon 15, a user may perform the fourth
manipulation mode by a tapping, e.g. a double tapping, in a
region of the icon 15 displayed on the touch screen 3 to
thereby expand the icon 15 to present further subordinate
control objects. The expanding of the icon may comprise the
opening of a window presenting further subordinate control
objects, or a window presenting information related to an
aspect, and/or a value representative of an aspect, retrieved
from, and/or a condition sensed in a system or unit of the
vehicle hosting the arrangement 1.

In embodiments where the control object 9 comprises a
menu tab 17, a user may select the menu tab 17 via a touch on
the touch screen 3 in a region of the menu tab 17 displayed.
Alternatively, a user may select the menutab 17 via a touch on
the touch screen 3 in a region of a part of the menu tab 17, such
as an edge 19 of the menu tab 17 displayed. In order to
perform the first manipulation mode, a user may drag the
menu tab 17 across the touch screen 3. The dragging of the
menu tab 17 may comprise an extension of the menu tab into,
or out from, the touch screen 3 in a direction of the dragging.
During dragging of the menu tab 17, the control unit 5 may
cause the acoustic unit 7 to produce the second acoustic
signal. As illustrated in FIG. 1, the menu tab 17 may be
draggable in two directions. In these embodiments, the menu
tab 17 may be locked from being draggable in any other
directions than these two directions. In FIG. 1, the menu tab
17 is illustrated as being draggable in lateral directions. How-
ever, according to alternative embodiments, the menu tab 17
may be draggable in only horizontal directions or may be
draggable only in directions defined as being anywhere
between lateral and horizontal.

When the menu tab 17 has been dragged to the predeter-
mined location at the touch screen 3, the user may perform the
second manipulation mode by a removing of the touch on the
touch screen 3 at the predetermined location. Alternatively,
the control unit 5 may perform the second manipulation mode
when the menu tab 17 has been dragged to the predetermined
location at the touch screen 3. That is, the control unit 5 may
perform a dropping of the menu tab 17 at the predetermined
location upon reaching the predetermined location at the
touch screen 3 with the menu tab 17. In either case, in
response to the second manipulation mode, i.e. in response to
dropping of the menu tab 17 at the predetermined location,
the control unit 5 is arranged to cause the acoustic unit 7 to
emit the first acoustic signal.

According to some embodiments, a fourth manipulation
mode includes an expanding of the menu tab 17 to present
further subordinate control objects 11, the control unit 5 being
further arranged to cause the acoustic unit 7 to, in response to
the fourth manipulation mode, emit a fourth acoustic signal.
In these embodiments, the expanding of the menu tab 17 may
encompass a dragging of the menu tab 17 to the predeter-
mined location at the touch screen 3.

FIG. 2 illustrates a vehicle 13 comprising a touch screen 3
according to some embodiments. The touch screen 3 com-
prises a vehicle graphical user interface arrangement 1
according to some embodiments. The touch screen 3 may be
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comprised in a vehicle mounted touch screen unit being
arranged to control one or more vehicle systems or vehicle
units.

Although the disclosure has been described with reference
to example embodiments, many different alterations, modi-
fications and the like will become apparent for those skilled in
the art. For instance, one or more of the first, the second, the
third and/or the fourth acoustic signal may have a frequency
and/or sound pressure resulting in a sound not being perceiv-
able by a human’s ear. Also, the graphical user interface
arrangement 1 may be arranged to allow for a fifth manipu-
lation mode including a selection of a control object 9
wherein the control unit 5 is arranged to cause the acoustic
unit 7 to emit a fifth acoustic signal in response to the fifth
manipulation mode. As understood by those skilled in the art,
in such embodiments, the fifth acoustic signal is emitted prior
to the first acoustic signal. The menu tab 17 referred to may
comprise a window, a curtain or similar field displayed on the
touch screen 3.

It is to be understood that the foregoing is illustrative of
various example embodiments and the disclosure is not to be
limited to the specific embodiments disclosed and that modi-
fications to the disclosed embodiments, combinations of fea-
tures of disclosed embodiments as well as other embodiments
are intended to be included within the scope of the appended
claims.

As used herein, the term “comprising” or “comprises” is
open-ended, and includes one or more stated features, ele-
ments, steps, components or functions but does not preclude
the presence or addition of one or more other features, ele-
ments, steps, components, functions or groups thereof.

As used herein, the term “and/or” includes any and all
combinations of one or more of the associated listed items.

As used herein, the common abbreviation “e.g.”, which
derives from the Latin phrase “exempli gratia,” may be used
to introduce or specify a general example or examples of a
previously mentioned item, and is not intended to be limiting
of such item. If used herein, the common abbreviation “i.e.”,
which derives from the Latin phrase “id est,” may be used to
specify a particular item from a more general recitation.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of the disclosure. As used herein, the singular forms
“a”, “an” and “the” are intended to include the plural forms as
well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise.

What is claimed is:

1. A vehicle graphical user interface arrangement compris-
ing:

a touch screen;

a control unit; and

an acoustic unit;

wherein the graphical user interface arrangement is

arranged to allow for at least two different modes of
manipulation of control objects presented on the touch
screen comprising at least a first manipulation mode
including a dragging of a control object across the touch
screen, and at least a second manipulation mode includ-
ing a dropping of a control object at a predetermined
location at the touch screen, and wherein the control unit
is arranged to cause the acoustic unit to, in response to
the second manipulation mode, emit a first acoustic sig-
nal, and wherein the control unit is further arranged to
cause the acoustic unit to, in response to the first manipu-
lation mode, emit a second acoustic signal, where the
first acoustic signal is different from the second acoustic
signal with respect to frequency, sound pressure and/or
acoustic pattern.
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2. The arrangement according to claim 1 wherein a third
manipulation mode includes a dragging of a control object
across the touch screen to a predetermined location at the
touch screen, the control unit being further arranged to cause
the acoustic unit to, in response to the third manipulation
mode, emit a third acoustic signal.

3. The arrangement according to claim 2 wherein a fourth
manipulation mode includes an expanding of a control object
to present further subordinate control objects, the control unit
being further arranged to cause the acoustic unit to, in
response to the fourth manipulation mode, emit a fourth
acoustic signal.

4. The arrangement according to claim 1 wherein a fourth
manipulation mode includes an expanding of a control object
to present further subordinate control objects, the control unit
being further arranged to cause the acoustic unit to, in
response to the fourth manipulation mode, emit a fourth
acoustic signal.

5. A touch screen unit for a vehicle, the touch screen unit
comprising a vehicle graphical user interface arrangement
according to claim 1.

6. A vehicle comprising a graphical user interface arrange-
ment according to claim 1.

7. A vehicle graphical user interface arrangement compris-
ing:

a touch screen; and

a control unit;

wherein the graphical user interface arrangement is

arranged to allow for at least two different modes of
manipulation of control objects presented on the touch
screen comprising at least a first manipulation mode
including a dragging of a control object across the touch
screen, and at least a second manipulation mode includ-
ing a dropping of a control object at a predetermined
location at the touch screen, and wherein the control unit
is arranged to cause an acoustic unit to, in response to the
second manipulation mode, emit a first acoustic signal,
and wherein the control unit is further arranged to cause
the acoustic unit to, in response to the first manipulation
mode, emit a second acoustic signal, where the first
acoustic signal is different from the second acoustic
signal with respect to frequency, sound pressure and/or
acoustic pattern.

8. The arrangement according to claim 7 wherein a third
manipulation mode includes a dragging of a control object
across the touch screen to a predetermined location at the
touch screen, the control unit being further arranged to cause
the acoustic unit to, in response to the third manipulation
mode, emit a third acoustic signal.

9. The arrangement according to claim 8 wherein a fourth
manipulation mode includes an expanding of a control object
to present further subordinate control objects, the control unit
being further arranged to cause the acoustic unit to, in
response to the fourth manipulation mode, emit a fourth
acoustic signal.

10. The arrangement according to claim 7 wherein a fourth
manipulation mode includes an expanding of a control object
to present further subordinate control objects, the control unit
being further arranged to cause the acoustic unit to, in
response to the fourth manipulation mode, emit a fourth
acoustic signal.

11. A touch screen unit for a vehicle, the touch screen unit
comprising a vehicle graphical user interface arrangement
according to claim 7.
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12. A vehicle comprising a graphical user interface
arrangement according to claim 7.
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